Date: June 6, 2007

Subject: Proposed Revisions to the Sociology Major

From: Jay Hobgood (Subcommittee C Chair)

Subcommittee C discussed the proposed revisions to the major requirements for the Sociology major on May 8, 2007.  After a discussion of proposed changes the subcommittee voted unanimously to approve the proposed changes with comments and concerns.

The principal revisions to the major are :

1.  The addition of Sociology 463 (Social Stratification) as a required course in the major.  

     The rationale for this change is to improve students’ ability to achieve the first 

     learning objective for the Sociology major, which is to obtain comprehensive

     knowledge of the field of Sociology.  The change also increases the academic rigor of 

     the Sociology major and is consistent with a report by the American Sociological 

     Association that recommends the use of an advanced introductory course as a 

     gateway to upper level electives.

2.  The addition of the requirement for five hours of an integrated elective.  This 

     requirement could be satisfied by Sociology 489 (Internship Program in Sociology

     and Criminology, Sociology 589.01 (Fieldwork in Sociology), Sociology 699, 
     (Undergraduate Research in Sociology), or Sociology H783 (Senior Thesis).  The

     rationale for this change is to make formal the current practice that encourages

     majors to become involved in research and/or internships.  It is also consistent with

     the report by the American Sociological Society that  recommends the integration of

     community-based or service-learning activities into the major.
The net effect of these two revisions would be to increase the number of hours required for the major from 45 to 55.
If approved the requirements for the revised Sociology major would be:

Pre-requisite:



Sociology 101

Lower level requirement:

15 hours at the 200-400 level

Upper level requirement:

15 hours at the 500-600 level

Required courses:


Sociology 463, 487, 488, 549

Integrated Elective:


5 hours (Soc. 489, 589.01, 699, or H783)

Total required hours:


55

The principal foci of questions and discussion during the Subcommittee’s meeting were:

1.  Will Sociology 463 be a prerequisite for the required upper level courses?  If the 

     course is designed to serve as a gateway to the upper level electives, it seems logical

     that it should be a prerequisite for those courses.

2.  If Sociology 463 is a gateway course for the required upper level courses, would it be

     appropriate to change the number to 363?

3.  Is Sociology 589.01 (Fieldwork in Sociology) an appropriate integrated elective?  The

     title of the course suggests that it is, but the sample syllabus seems to be weighted

     heavily on vocational preparation for a job search.

4.  Is the increase in the total number of required hours from 45 to 55 justified?  This 

     aspect of the proposal will get serious scrutiny by CAA.

5.  How will the increase in total number of required hours affect students who want to

     double major in Sociology and Criminology?  Since they are allowed to double count

     20 hours of overlap between the two majors, students can now double major with only

     70 hours, which is easily doable in 191 total hours to graduation.  With the increase of

     the requirement to 55 total hours proposed in both majors, students would now have to

     take 90 hours to double major, while the minimum number of total hours needed to

     graduate has been reduced to 181.

These comments and concerns were conveyed to Sociology with the outcome of the vote on the proposal.

